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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 


Fellow  Citizens  of  Oakham: 

The  close  of  the  winter  terms  of  our  schools  reminded  us 
that  it  becomes  our  duty  to  report  to  you  the  condition  of  our 
schools  during  the  past  year,  the  expenses  of  the  same,  with 
such  remarks  as  may  not  be  inappropriate  in  this  place.  And 
as  we  take  a  retrospective  glance  of  the  events  connected  with 
our  schools  during  the  past  year,  let  us  individually  ask  our¬ 
selves  have  we  done  all  that  we  could  for  their  good.  If  evils 
exist,  we  would  point  them  out,  in  a  spirit  of  kindness,  trusting 
that  those  who  are  responsible  for  their  existence,  whether 
committee,  teachers,  parents  or  scholars,  will  seek  to  apply  the 
necessary  remedies ;  all  these  classes  are  in  a  measure  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  success  or  failure  of  the  schools. 

No  influence  is  so  distinctly  felt  in  school  either  for  good  or 
evil  as  that  of  home,  even  though  the  parents  may  not  go  near 
the  school.  A  few  ill-timed  remarks  may  go  forth  to  destroy 
everything  of  life  or  beauty  in  the  school,  and  still  the  teacher 
may  labor  on  all  unconscious  of  the  source  of  troubles  which 
cause  him  or  her  many  an  anxious  hour.  Is  it  not  better  to 
overlook  some  defects  and  seek  to  make  your  children  content¬ 
ed,  than  thus  to  weaken  the  teacher’s  influence  and  lose  the 
good  within  their  reach. 

It  was  remarked  last  year  by  your  Committee  that  ‘-some  of 
our  school-houses  were  in  a  sad  state  of  ruin  the  truth  of 
this  remark  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  Our  church 
is  carpeted  and  cushioned,  and  our  homes  are  made  attractive, 
as  they  should  be,  but  our  school-houses  are  neither.  Why  is 
this  ?  Does  Hie  fact  that  we  retain  the  District  system  furnish 
any  reason  ?  Any  proposition  to  repair  or  beautify  these  houses 
is  met  by  the  objection,  that  they  will  soon  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  town,  and  until  this  is  settled  none  are  willing  to  commence 
repairs. 
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There  is  a  lawlessness  in  the  use  or  abuse  of  some  of  these 
houses  which  we  are  sorry  to  see.  We  should  like  to  see  our 
school-houses  put  in  good  order,  and  every  scholar  who  injures 
the  house  or  any  article  connected  with  it,  be  made  to  repair  so 
as  to  make  it  good  ;  and  let  the  rule  be  enforced. 

We  are  expending  large  sums  of  money  to  help  forward  a 
railroad,  expecting  to  see  our  property  increase  in  value;  would 
it  not  tend  largely  and  more  surely  in  the  same  direction,  to 
improve  our  school-houses  ?  Time  was  when  every  effort  was 
made  by  all  to  get  the  most  good  out  of  money  raised  for 
school  purposes ;  now  the  money  is  often  recklessly  expended. 
Economy  in  the  use  of  school  money  is  as  important  as  ever. 

There  is  an  evil  which  has  grown  upon  us  for  the  last  ten 
years  ;  we  refer  to  the  practice  of  scholars  leaving  their  seats, 
generally  with  the  professed  object  of  obtaining  or  giving  as¬ 
sistance.  This  should  not  be  countenanced  at  home  or  school ; 
it  is  not  the  business  of  the  scholars  to  teach,  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  spend  their  time  in  this  way ;  this  practice 
fills  the  school  with  unavoidable  confusion.  Scholars  very  fre¬ 
quently  make  a  want  of  assistance  a  pretext  for  whispering 
and  talking  over  matters  which  do  not  belong  in  school.  Some 
tell  us  that  it  is  sometimes  necessary  for  scholars  to  leave  their 
seats  to  get  a  pencil  or  some  other  necessary  article.  Let  schol¬ 
ars  be  provided  with  slate  pencils  and  all  necessary  books  ;  as 
for  lead  pencils,  look  over  most  of  the  books  used  in  our  schools, 
examine  our  school-houses  inside  and  out,  and  we  think  you 
will  see  no  more  use  of  lead  pencils  in  school  than  we  do. 

Teachers  often  ask,  how  shall  we  stop  whispering  ?.  Allow 
no  more  leaving  seats,  will  help  to  answer  this  question. 

Parents,  if  you  will  accept  the  testimony  of  those  who  have 
had  long  experience  in  the  school-room,  and  join  your  influence 
with  ours  in  trying  to  effect  a  radical  change  in  this  matter 
throughout  our  schools,  for  one  year,  at  least,  we  will  thank 
you. 

And  too  much  help  from  the  teacher  is  not  best ;  self-made 
men  are  not  those  who  relied  upon  others  for  help  ;  if  scholars 
come  to  a  difficult  problem,  let  them  conquer  it  themselves  ;  the 
satisfaction  they  will  feel  will  amply  repay  them,  and  thus  will 


they  form  a  habit  of  depending  upon  themselves,  which  will 
be  of  great  use  to  them  in  after  life. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  more  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  the  schools  in  town  during  the  past  year. 

EAST  CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

First  term,  seven  weeks  and  four  days.  Wages  of  teacher 
per  month,  $30.  Whole  number  of  scholars,1 r37.  Average  at¬ 
tendance,  29.  Miss  Lura  J.  Brewer  taught  this  school.  The 
order  was  excellent  and  fair  progress  was  made. 

Second  term,  four  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $30. 
Whole  number  of  scholars,  44.  Average  attendance,  40.  This 
school  was  commenced  and  continued  four  weeks  by  Miss  Bell 
Tucker,  who  was  then  dismissed  by  your  committee. 

Third  term,  twelve  weeks  and  one  day.  Wages  of  teacher 
per  month,  $40.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  44.  Average 
attendance,  37.  Mrs.  Etta  Pratt  taught  this  school. 

We  wish  to  have  this  report  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  before 
this  term  will  close.  tWe  think  the  teacher  enjoyed  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  love  of  most  of  the  scholars.  Many  of  the  district 
have  expressed  themselves  as  well  pleased  with  the  school.  Wc 
cannot  commend  the  large  boys  for  any  manifest  desire  to  sec¬ 
ond  the  efforts  of  the  teacher. 

Whole  expense  of  this  school  for  the  year  $227.50. 

WEST  CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term,  twelve  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$30.  ’Whole  number  of  scholars,  19.  Average  attendance,  16. 

Winter  Term,  twelve  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$32.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  29.  Average  attendance,  25. 

Under  the  care,  both  Summer  and  Winter,  of  Miss  Carrie  R. 
Harrington.  The  order,  the  method  of  teaching,  the  advance¬ 
ment  made,  were  all  such  as  merit  and  receive  the  highest 
approbation  of  the  Committee  and  District.  Whole  expense  of 
the  school  for  the  year,  $207.50. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term,  twelve  weeks.  Wages  of 'teacher  per  month, 
$20.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  12.  Average  attendance,  9. 

This  school  was  in  the  charge  of  Miss  Rosa  J.  Bullard  ;  the 
number  of  scholars,  small  at  best,  was  considerably  lessened 
by  sickness.  All  was  accomplished  that  could  reasonably  be 
expected. 

Winter  Term,  twelve  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$32.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  25.  Average  attendance,  22. 
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Teacher,  Miss  Mary  A.  Dean.  This  teacher  has  had  a  large 
experience  in  teaching,  and  has  shown  a  good  degree  of  fiti\ess 
for  the  art,  by  gaining  the  love  and  respect  of  the  scholars, 
while  perfect  obedience  has  been  maintained. 

Entire  expense  of  school  for  the  year,  $170.50. 

EAST  HILL  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term,  twelve  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$28.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  14.  Average  attendance,  18. 

Winter  Term,  twelve  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$28.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  18.  Average  attendance,  14. 

Miss  lone  Boyden  taught  both  terms  of  the  school.  Good 
discipline,  good  instruction,  and  of  course  good  success,  were 
the  characteristics  of  this  school.  Whole  .expense  of  this  school 
for  the  year,  $177.93. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term,  seven  weeks  and  four  days.  Wages  of  teach¬ 
er,  per  month,  $22.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  19.  Average 
attendance  17. 

Fall  term,  five  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $22. 
Whole  number  of  scholars,  21.  Average  attendance,  18. 

Teacher  both  terms,  Miss  Emma  K.  Dean.  This  teacher  pos¬ 
sessed  good  literary  qualifications,  combined  with  a  love  of  the 
labor  of  teaching,  and  a  desire  of  doing  good.  We  confidently 
expected  very  much  of  her  as  a  teacher,  but  she  failed  in  dis¬ 
cipline  and  left  the  school  before  the  close  of  the  second  term. 

Winter  term,  eleven  weeks  and  one  day.  Wages  of  teacher 
per  month,  $37.50.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  24.  Average 
attendance,  19. 

This  school  has  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Henry  A.  Craw¬ 
ford,  and  conducted  with  his  usual  ability,  has  given  general 
satisfaction. 

Whole  expense  of  school  for  year,  $194.90. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term,  ten  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$20.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  17.  Average  attendance,  14. 

Teacher,  Lizzie  J.  Bullard.  This  school  was  small,  but  a 
reasonable  improvement  was  made. 

Winter  Term,  fourteen  weeks.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$32.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  23.  Average  attendance,  17. 

Mr.  Pratt  entered  upon  his  work  here  with  great  energy,  was 
rigid  in  discipline,  and  required  perfect  obedience  and  perfect 
lessons.  We  commend  the  scholars  especially  for  good  defini¬ 
tions  and  neat  writing  books. 

Expense  of  the  school  for  the  year,  $177.90. 
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COLDBROOK  SCHOOL. 

First  Term,  six  weeks  and  four  days.  Wages  of  teacher  per 
month,  $29.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  27.  Average  attend¬ 
ance,  22. 

This  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Almira  L.  Fuller,  who  labored 
earnestly  and  faithfully  in  the  performance  of  her  duties. 

Second  Term,  seven  weeks  and  one  day.  Wages  of  teacher 
per  month,  $28.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  24.  Average  at¬ 
tendance,  18. 

Miss  Rosa  J.  Bullard  taught  this  term.  A  pleasant  and  prof¬ 
itable  school.  The  closing  examinations  of  both  schools  gave 
good  evidence  of  improvement. 

Third  Term,  ten  weeks.  Wages  .of  teacher  per  month,  $40. 
Whole  number  of  scholars  80.  Average  attendance,  27. 

Taught  faithfully  and  successfully  by  Mr.  L.  P.  Lovell. 

H.  W.  L. 

J.  A. 

Whole  expense  of  school  during  the  year,  $212.85. 

The  town  appropriated  $1200  for  schools  the  past  year.  We 
received  $182.81  from  the  State  fund.  There  was  returned 
from  the  dog  tax  $106.72.  Amount  for  the  support  of  schools, 
$1439.53. 

Whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  different  schools  in  summer, 
146  ;  in  winter,  193.  Average  attendance, — in  summer  131, 
in  winter  161. 

The  Assessors  reported  the  number  of  children  May  1,1872, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  168. 

Before  the  first  term  of  the  year  commenced,  we  requested 
the  teachers  to  mark  the  recitations  and  conduct  of  the  schol¬ 
ars,  giving  to  those  who  were  perfect  in  recitations  and  deport¬ 
ment,  the  number  6, — deducting  one  for  each  imperfect  recita] 
tion,  one  for  tardiness,  and  for  whispering,  and  we  promised  to 
have  the  names  of  those  who  should  average  4  printed  in  a  roll 
of  honor.  Some  teachers  have  done  as  we  requested,  while 
others  have  allowed  scholars  to  report  for  themselves,  and  where 
we  know  this  to  have  been  the  case,  we  do  not  think  we  can 
consistently  print  their  names. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  P.  LOVELL,  ) 

JESSE  ALLEN,  >  Committee . 

H.  W.  LINCOLN,  ) 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


Jessie  Fairbank, 

Lillie  F.  Mathews, 

Sadie  Bothwell, 

Lizzie  M.  Gleason, 

Bessie  Haskell, 

Jennie  A.  Brooks, 

Ida  M.  Holden, 

Josie  A.  Lincoln, 
Francena  Spooner, 

Fannie  M.  Thompson, 

M.  Jennie  Keves, 

Willie  Nye, 

Willie  Gleason, 

• 

Levi  H.  Adams, 

Calvin  D.  Macomber, 

John  A.  Winter, 

Henry  N.  Butler, 

Freddie  Keep, 

Arthur  B.  Spooner, 

Nellie  M.  Colman, 

Charles  FI.  Trowbridge, 

Maida  Parker, 

Jessie  Morgan, 

Martha  Walker. 

Fred.  P.  Spear, 

Walter  L.  Ripley, 

Maria  Butler, 

Charlie  Colman, 

Frank  M.  Hill, 

Lizzie  M.  Haskins, 

Susie  Ripley, 

Katie  McGinnis, 

Mary  Fobes, 

Freddie  A.  Stearns, 

Mary  Gaffney, 

Walter  Foskett, 

Katie  Malanay, 

George  Grey, 

Lizzie  A.  Gaffney, 

Mattie  Grey, 

Bridget  Gaffney, 

Flora  M.  Crawford, 

Mary  A.  Gaffney, 

Hattie  S.  Henry, 

Katie  White, 

Eliza  J.  Parmenter, 

Maggie  Mullany, 

Mary  B.  Parmenter, 

James  Mullany, 

Fannie  W.  Hapgood, 

Elmer  Allen, 

Eddie  S.  Drury, 

*.  ■ 

James  Leyden, 

James  Gaffney, 

George  A.  Brown, 

A 

George  Henry, 

Frank  Winslow, 

Frances  Hallo  well, 

. 

Charles  Winslow, 

Lillie  E.  Both  well, 

• 

Mary  Leyden, 

Idelle  A.  Woodis, 

Ella  Fobes, 

Mary  Ripley, 

Lucy  E.  Morgan, 

Addie  E.  Deane, 

Mary  E.  Gleason, 

David  Hallowell, 

Mary  Adams, 

Julia  Tobin, 

Minnie  L.  Brooks, 

Katie  Woodis, 

Emma  J.  Dean, 

Charles  J.  Barr, 

V 

Allie  M.  Gleason, 

Henry  B.  Stoddard, 

' 

Emma  I.  Barr, 

Henry  Flint. 
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